OF BAPTISM - Resource & References

The following is an attempt to provide passages of scripture in the four gospels where baptism is mentioned concerning
events that all the gospels site as occurring (like Jesus’ baptism by John in the Jordan River), as well as events particular
to a certain gospel but not the others (such as John’s account of Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus and later with the
Samaritan woman; or Luke’s account of the conversation that occurred at the crucifixion among Jesus and the two
criminals). These accounts show that salvation occurred with and without baptism.

Mark 1:4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the River Jordan confessing their sins.
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locust and wild honey. He
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong
of his sandals. I baptize you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.
In those days Jesus came from Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the
water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descended like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven. “You
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.
----------------------------------------

Mark 16:14-16
Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith
and stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. And he said to them, “Go into all
the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the
one who does not believe will be condemned.
----------------------------------------

Matthew 3:1-17
In those days, John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke saying, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his path straight.’”
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locust and wild honey. Then
the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized
by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham as our ancestor; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now
the ax is lying at the root of the tree; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him saying, “I
need to be baptized by you, and you come to me? But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this
way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the
water, suddenly the heavens were open to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
----------------------------------------

Matthew 28:16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”
----------------------------------------

Luke 3:1-21
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitus, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went into all
the region around the Jordan proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it was written in the book
of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his path
straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough places made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
John said to the crowd that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath
to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees;
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply, he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with
anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked
him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also
asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be
the Messiah, John answered all of them saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in
his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.”
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked
by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, added to them all
by shutting up John in prison.
Now when the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened,
and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, my
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
----------------------------------------

Luke 23:39-43
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and
us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you,
today you will be with me in Paradise.”
----------------------------------------

John 1:19-34
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites to Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah,
nor Elijah, nor the prophet? John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know,
the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the
Jordan where John was baptizing.
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ I myself did
not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent
me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”
----------------------------------------

John 3:1-10, 22-30
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi,
we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the
presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly. I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that
I said to you, ‘You must be born from above. The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him,
“How can this be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
After this, Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he spent some time there with them and
baptized. John also was baptizing at the Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept coming
and were being baptized. John, of course, had not yet been thrown into prison.
Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and a Jew. They came to John and said to him,
“Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you testified, here his is baptizing, and all are going to
him.” John answered, “No one can receive anything except what has been given from heaven. You yourselves are my
witnesses that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ He who has the bride is the bridegroom.
The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. For this reason, my
joy has been fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.”
----------------------------------------

John 4:1-42
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing more disciples than John” —
although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized— he left Judea and started back to Galilee. But he had to
go through Samaria. So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his
son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to
buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews
do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said
to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give
me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to
her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your
husband. What you have said is true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped
on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship
him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he,
the one who is speaking to you.”
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you
want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the
people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left
the city and were on their way to him.
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not
know about.” So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” Jesus said to them,
“My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes
the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving
wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true,
‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have
entered into their labor.”
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever
done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many
more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”
----------------------------------------
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